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Rapidly rising deprivation levels demands an urgent response from

Press Statement on Enforced
Deprivation Data for 2022

Government

The numbers of people living in enforced deprivation increased sharply in 2022.

Data published this morning shows that there are now over 876,000 people or

17.1% of the population in Ireland who cannot afford at least two of what are

considered eleven essential items. This is an increase of over 100,000 people from
2021. The report also shows that almost half of people (49.3%) now have difficulty

making ends meet.

The CSO Enforced Deprivation 2022 survey shows that:

Enforced Deprivation increased from 13.8% (over 776,000 people) in 2021 to
17.1% (over 876,000 people) in 2022.

The groups most likely to be experiencing enforced deprivation are persons;
living in one-adult households with children under 18 (45.4%); unemployed
(45.0%); unable to work due to long-standing health problems (42.7%); and
living in rented or rent-free accommodation (34.1%).

Persons unable to afford to keep the home adequately warm increased from
3.2% in 2021 to 7.4% in 2022.

Households with at least some difficulty in making ends meet increased from
42.0% in 2021 to 49.3% in 2022.

More than nine in ten (93.7%) of the households experiencing enforced
deprivation had at least some difficulty in making ends meet.

Households regarding housing costs as a heavy financial burden increased
from 23.0% in 2021 to 30.2% in 2022.
Seven in ten households (68.4%) renting or rent-free have at least some level

of difficulty in making ends meet.



Paul Ginnell, the Director of EAPN Ireland, stated that “This confirms what many
already knew. Extreme poverty has become a growing reality for many more people
and families in our society.”

Mr Ginnell continued “Poverty has no place in our society and demands an urgent
response for Government. This must involve addressing the current cost-of-living
crisis, but also long-term responses through ensuring everyone has an income for a
decent life and access to quality public services. This needs higher ongoing
investment and cannot be addressed through once off payments.”

Last week EAPN Ireland published ‘Not just a Temporary Crisis’, a report which
highlighting the impact of the growing dependence of people on charities and wider
community and voluntary organisations to meet their food and other basic needs.
The report highlights that while the current cost-of-living crisis has led to much
greater numbers of people unable to make ends meet, this has been a growing but
almost invisible reality for many since before the Covid-19 pandemic.
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Notes:

e The CSO Enforced Deprivation 2022 Report is available here.

e Being is deprivation is defined an being unable to afford two of eleven essential items. The
eleven deprivation items are:
- Two pairs of strong shoes;
- A warm waterproof overcoat;
- Buy new (not second-hand) clothes;
- Eat meal with meat, chicken, fish (or vegetarian equivalent) every second day;
- Have aroast joint or its equivalent once a week;
- Had to go without heating during the last year through lack of money;
- Keep the home adequately warm;
- Buy presents for family or friends at least once a year;
- Replace any worn out furniture;
- Have family or friends for a drink or meal once a month;
- Have a morning, afternoon or evening out in the last fortnight for entertainment

e “More Than just a Temporary Crisis: The growing need for support with basic necessities

and the impact on Low-Income Households and the Community and Voluntary Sector”


https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-silced/surveyonincomeandlivingconditionssilcenforceddeprivation2022/
https://www.eapn.ie/news/more-than-a-temporary-crisis-the-growing-need-for-support-with-basic-necessities-and-the-impact-on-low-income-households-and-the-community-and-voluntary-sector/




